In this study, determining the relationship between media literacy and social skill levels of the eighth grade primary school students, considering various variables, is aimed. With this design, the questions of whether the relationship between media literacy and social skill levels of the eighth grade primary school students differs significantly according to gender, having access to internet; as well as whether there is a relationship between media literacy and social skill levels are tried to be answered. This study is based on correlative survey model among general survey models. The study group consists of 947 eighth grade primary school students who study at the schools selected randomly from five different educational areas in the city center of Elazığ. Economical conditions and family profiles were considered in selection of those schools. In the study, two different assessment scales have been used to receive students' opinions. One of them is the "Level Determination Scale for Media Literacy" which was developed by Karaman ve Karataş (2009) and the other one is the "Social Skill Inventory", as translated into Turkish by Galip Yüksel in 2004, which was developed by Riggio in 1989. The study has showed that there is not a significant relationship between media literacy level and social skill level. Considering the relationship according to the sub-factors, it is observed that there is a relationship between some sub-factors; however this relationship is very weak. It is observed that gender of the students does not form a significant difference for media literacy but it does for social skill level. Furthermore, female students' social skill levels are found to be higher. It is observed that the school which the students attend affects neither media literacy nor social skill levels.
Introduction

Media Literacy
The purpose of media literacy is to develop individuals as citizens aware of their democratic rights as they are using media, warn them not to be unconcerned for social problems and make them more equipped against media manipulation (Cangöz, 2008) . According to the defition by Europe's Information Society (2007) , apart from having easy communication in all media, media literacy is the ability of accessing images, words or sounds in daily life; analysing and evaluating them. Gilster (1997) , defined media literacy as having information and critical conception about the nature, technique and effect of mass media. When all these definitons are analysed as a whole it is seen that inquiry, or in other word criticism stands in the forefront. As the concept of media literacy is analysed critically it can be argued that it is comparatibility of the content presented in general with the reality in daily life (Apak, 2008) . 
Social Skills
According to Hops (1983) social skill is the style of behavior in a social situation. Dowrick (1986:5) defines it as "skill of behaving in a useful and appropriate way for self, others and social norms in a certain situation". Gresham and Eliot (1990) , defines it as "one's acceptable behaviors learnt socially that provide interaction with others by abstaning from socially unacceptable behaviors" (cited by Yüksel, 2004) .
Various structures forming social skills have been developed based on these definitions. The structure created by Riggio (1989) is one of the most acceptable ones all around the world. Riggio (1989) states sub-factors forming social skills. In the Social Skilsl Inventory developed by Riggio social skills and stuctures forming social skills were approached as in the following: 1. Emotional expressivity, 2. Emotional sensitivity, 3. Emotional control, 4. Social expressivity, 5. Social sensitivity, 6. Social control.
There are social skills students in the first grade of primary education are supposed to acquire. Significant social risks may be emerged if they can't acquire these skills. The skills mentioned are as in the following (Yüksel, 2004) The ages between 7 and 11 are among the most significant terms during which students' tendency for behaving as their teachers do is quite dense. Besides curriculum and child's social quality, primary school teacher's social qualities have an effect on children's social development (Yüksel, 2011) . Teacher has an important role both as a teacher and as a model in the process during which children acquire basic social skills. Thus, primary school teachers' social skills and the reasons of the factors forming these skills are thought to be important. The purpose of this study is to determine the relationship between media literacy and social skills according to the variables of gender and having a computer.
Method
Working Group
This study is based on correlative survey model among general survey models. The universe of the study consists of 8 th grade students in 63 primary schools in Elazığ in 2009-2010 academic year. As studying the whole universe of the study and collecting data is difficult within this universe, sampling method was used. In deciding the sample the regions of the schools in the universe were considered. Schools were selected randomly among the schools in five different education areas . 68 students from Ziya Gökalp Primary School in Karşıyaka Education Area, 325 students from Mezre Primary School in Fırat Education Area, 250 students from İsmetpaşa Primary School in Harput Education Area, 176 students from Şair Hayri Primary School in Hazar Education Area and 128 students from Bahçelievler Primary School. Total 947 students participated in the study. However due to some students' absence, the total number of participant students were 821. To enable all students read and answer carefully all the questions they were given, the required information was given beforehand and thus all students read the questions. So none of the surveys used in this study was omitted.
Data Collecting Tools
In the study two different evaluating scales were used. One of these scales is Level Determination Scale for Media Literacy and the other one is Social Skills Inventory. As the scale of media literacy, Level Determination Scale for Media Literacy developed by Karaman and Karataş (2009) was used. While developing the original of this scale experts' opinions were asked and exploratory factor analysis was used and a structure containing 17 items and 3 factors (Having information, being able to analyse and react, being able to judge and see the implied messages) was gained. In the original form of the scale Cronbach Alpha value was found as .840 for the realibility. As the result of the analysis using our own data the realibility coefficient was found as r=.893. The value of Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) that is used to determine the sample adequitness was found as .888 . The result of Barlett's test was significant (909,035, sd: 136, p:00).
The Scale of Social Skills Inventory developed by Riggio in 1989 and translated into Turkish by Galip Yüksel in 2004 was used (Yüksel, 2004: 31) . Social Skills Inventory takes 30-45 minutes and individuals 14 years old and above can apply themselves easily. This scale contains 90 items and six subscales ( Emotional Expressivity, Emotional Sensitivity, Emotional Control, Social Expressivity, Social Sensitivity, Social Control). The inventory is 5 point Likert type. The cooefficient of realibility of the orijinal form of the scale is r=.94 (Yüksel, 2004:31) . According to the analysis in this study the realibility was found as r=.932. In the confirmatory factor analysis, the value of Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin which defines the criterion of sample adequateness was .130 . Barlett's test was significant (7290,66 sd: 4005, p:00).
Data Analysis
Personal Information
50,5 percent of the students participated in the research are female. 68,6 percent of these students have computer at home.
Analysis Regarding Media Literacy
There isn't a significant difference between media literacy and gender according to the result of ttest [t=1,144; p<.05]. Female students' level of media literacy is higher ( X=3,95) than the male students' (X=3,89).
Also, there is a significant difference between media literacy and having a computer at home according to the result of t-test [t=2,345; p<.05]. Media literacy level of the students who have computer at home is higher (X=3,96) than the ones who don't have computer at home(X=3,83). It can be argued that having computer at home affects the level of media literacy.
The relationship among sub-factors of the Media Literacy Scale was analysed. According to Table 1 , all relations among factors are significant and positive (p<.01). The highest relationship is between "having information" and "being able to judge and see the implied messages" (r=.662). The highest value is in the factor "having information" (r= .892), the lowest value is in the factor "being able to judge and see the implied messages" (r= .793). 
3.3.Analysis Regarding Social Skills
According to t-test there is a significant difference between social skills and gender [t=3,370; p<.05]. Female students' level of social skills is higher (X=3,11)than the male students' level of social skills ( X =2,97). There isn't a significant difference between the level of social skills and having computer at home [t=1,770; p<.05]. The level of media literacy of the students who have computer at home is higher (X=3,07) than the students who don't have computer at home (X=3,07). The relationship between sub-factors of social skills scale was analysed. According to Table 2 the relationship among factors is significant (p<.01) and positive. The highest relationship among factors is the one between "Social Control" and "Social Sensitivity" (r=.755), the lowest relationship is the one between "Social Control" and "Emotional Sensitivity" (r=.468). However, values of factors and total values are related to each other and there is a close and high relationship within each other. "Emotional Control" factor has the highest value (r= .839), "Emotional Sensitivity" has the lowest factor (r= .784).
3.4.The Relationship Between Students' Social Skills and Media Literacy
There isn't a significant relationship between students' level of social skills and media literacy (Table 3) . 
Conclusion and Discussion
As conclusion there isn't a significant relation between level of social skills and media literacy. Thus it can be argued that an individual who is media literate may not have a good level of social skills.
There is significant and positive relationship between the sub-factors of the students' media literacy scale and the sub-factors of social skills scale. The highest relationship in media literacy scale is between "Having information" and " Being able to judge and see the implied messages". The highest relationship in social skills scale is between "Social Control" and "Social Sensitivity", the lowest relationship is between "Social Control" and "Emotional Sensitivity".
There is a significant difference between social skills and gender. Female students' level of social skills is higher (X=3,11) than the male students' level of social skills (X=2,97). This result is parallel to the research by Seven and Yoldaş (2007) . However, contrary to the result in this study, female students' level of social skills is lower than male students' level of social skills in the study mentioned above. So male students have higher level of social skills than female students in that study. This finding doesn't support the finding that female students have more social skills than male students in JamyangTshering's (2004); Kazdin's (1985) ve Raine's (1993) studies (cited by Seven and Yoldaş, 2007) . Also the findings in Uzbaş's study (2003) show that female students have higher level of social skills than male students.
According to the findings in the study when correlation between students' social skills and media literacy considering variables is analysed there is higher relation between the sub-factors of social expressivity and having information based on the varible having computer at home when compared to other sub-factors; however this relation is too weak. There is higher relation between sub-factors of emotional sensitivity and being able to judge and see the implied messages when compared to other subfactors; neverthless this relation is still too weak.
